
 
The Alliance | Circle Up Agenda 

September 17, 2025 | 12 - 1 CT / 1 - 2 ET 
Zoom Link: https://edtrust.zoom.us/j/2857360736?omn=89741614942  

Meeting ID: 285 736 0736 
 

PARTNER SIGN IN: Tennessee Alliance for Equity in Education | Circle Up Sign-In (google.com) 
 

Time Topic Speaker 

12:00  - 
12:15 CT 

 
 

Welcome  
●​ Welcome! Please in the chat share your:  

○​ Name, role &  organization  
○​ What is your favorite fall activity? 

 
Circle Up PowerPoint 

 
EdTrust Updates 

●​ Alliance All Call Resources 
○​ Changes to school accountability 

Slides, Resources Document 
○​ Updates on federal threats to 

education PowerPoint, Recording & 
Resource Document. 

○​ Federal Focus, TN Lens: How Block 
Grants and Pell Could Reshape TN 
PowerPoint, Recording, Resources 
Document 

○​ Federal Focus, TN Lens: How Federal 
Vouchers and the Earnings Premium 
Framework Threaten Educational 
Opportunity Slides, Recording, 
Resources Document 

○​ Federal Focus, Tennessee Lens 
Resource Landing Page 

 
●​ Alliance Updates if you haven’t yet please: 

○​ 1. Review /edit the Google Doc in your 
organization’s folder  

○​ 2. Mid-Year Survey  

Meili Powell, EdTrust-TN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://edtrust.zoom.us/j/2857360736?omn=89741614942
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdM9kkzgcLpPoqniQcZzj7m5CDSJpp76YercAB4bmARzgwA8A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Uz-ue7dPKp3bNd8N4TKDatHqLdz3bamc/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nOIFjWESQbwSY-EsCRsKPlXXY-h8UEg6wtUndlnyweo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yjFlny-1pyBoG3SinV63fAIlGoDCCJhATQ5maaVvgbg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fpresentation%2Fd%2F1a0Ck-vj_IZNwJ72Oh-Po64PMnBjdRzNTYuOdgFgR6_Y%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7Cedd836b270d142aa0a6308ddde6d2a57%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638911282698247240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sUWDdeFw4wTJ9YvdtEsWKGZ%2F30AfLwR1VlI460b2zXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F13IhgnQgz2q6OTHecBdO2nFsxx05woNTL%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7Cedd836b270d142aa0a6308ddde6d2a57%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638911282698277406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DZeEA7eWf68yxsls0%2BYBa0XnqSnPaF2bCCDvCNfGWSM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F14qsKA3TH8BlloGK41FxHWEDRMZlmVN9Y_KfmKYJDghA%2Fedit%3Ftab%3Dt.0&data=05%7C02%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7Cedd836b270d142aa0a6308ddde6d2a57%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638911282698293311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KhYsFljLKZPeDJ4x2jVIQmu1plkXTuKXrAVgk%2FTywqc%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT9vqNm5vWitXglCcp7rlmmuW7RupsHKGOOFuT_HT_cwk7-QQRUrwycPcp72vPiJOsC51Q3eF1yB3Sz/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759&slide=id.p1
https://vimeo.com/1116268585?share=copy&emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cRiOyzfUXvhEOI4PD18N5ywri5OPNexb8SIiybs7r80/edit?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759&tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cRiOyzfUXvhEOI4PD18N5ywri5OPNexb8SIiybs7r80/edit?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759&tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTkCXFHUlal3E96G9EC4iRnettcnRvIqFGqNOisvpLD0s2zSLLpv2NBerjjPEjmxJcvbGCffZRVn_g4/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p1
https://vimeo.com/1126301442?share=copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Qg-NAVwzjUVVbNjInBQ2rONsWbN4oJujUOO9I21h8g/edit?usp=sharing
https://edtrusttn.org/federal-focus-tennessee-lens/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://edtrusttn.org/federal-focus-tennessee-lens/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ro4JgduHthGWA3yiDMIIt_02-08BNId-?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ro4JgduHthGWA3yiDMIIt_02-08BNId-?usp=drive_link
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025TAEEMidyear


 
○​ 3. Schedule 1:1 with Meili 

 
●​ Save the Dates - EdTrust Alliance Public 

Regional Education Roundtables! 
○​ 11/18, 5-7 Chattanooga Construction 

Career Center 
○​ 11/20, 5-7  Nashville Scarritt Bennet 
○​ 12/2, 5-7, Memphis, Civil Rights 

Museum 
○​ 12/4, 2-4, Johnson City, Langston 

Center 
○​ 12/5, 3-5, Knoxville Beck Cultural 

Center 
 

●​ Data update: National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) scores 
released for national sample of 8th grade 
science and 12th grade math and English 

 
●​ Vouchers vs TISA Narrative: Why headlines 

are missing the mark 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kylie Allen, 
EdTrust-Tennessee 
 
 
 
Juliana Hoover Potash, 
EdTrust-Tennessee 
(tentative) 

12:15 - 12:50 Alliance Policy Agenda Review & Feedback 
●​ 2025 Alliance Policy Agenda 

○​ History + Context  
○​ Goals or Policy Agenda Moving 

Forward 
 

●​ Breakouts 
○​ Main Room (Melissa) 
○​ 1: Rigorous & Affirming Learning 

Experiences (Jenny) 
○​ 2: Funding & Resource Equity 

(Juliana) 
○​ 3: Educator Diversity & Quality 

(Jazmin) 
○​ 4: Students Social Emotional & 

Academic Development (Kylie) 
○​ 5: Higher Education Access & 

Success (Emily) 
●​ Next Steps 

Jenny Mills McFerron, 
EdTrust-TN 
 
 

https://calendly.com/meilipowell/partner1-1?month=2025-09
https://thealliancetn.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Tennessee_Alliance_for_Equity_in_Education_2025_Policy_Agenda.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1soJP-gYvOaONETkg2J9dZ-09zTcfHVDLN1lbqYAEDAs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1soJP-gYvOaONETkg2J9dZ-09zTcfHVDLN1lbqYAEDAs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UJypA1d8fIpgFT9ZVorMmoO5yBtElsQ0JdWSNIVr4l8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9H2DrxbO61Go_QSR55kPGkNfXSSpR5E8xaIxsQaGJA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ELYhwvSFkovWcKcYIcfLx1ubxNWuqga9_3_HLts1EXs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ELYhwvSFkovWcKcYIcfLx1ubxNWuqga9_3_HLts1EXs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-d1-N8IbesrgjlPUPFXzq_cTcNEmyI1Q5ARr_tDJH48/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-d1-N8IbesrgjlPUPFXzq_cTcNEmyI1Q5ARr_tDJH48/edit?usp=sharing


 
12:50 - 1:00 Step into the Circle 

 
●​ Tennessee PTA 

○​ Back to school messaging launched 
on August 8, welcoming students, 
families, teachers, staff, and PTAs.  
Messaging was shared on our social 
media platforms - Facebook, TikTok, 
Instagram, YouTube - as well as 
tnpta.org, email, and VoterVoice. 

●​ Other back to school spotlights?​  
○​ Add here 

●​ CALEB  
○​ IIRP World Conference: Artful 

Integration: Exploring the Art and 
Science of Restorative Practices Oct 
19-20 in Chattanooga 

●​ Other upcoming events or actions? 
○​ Add here 

●​ On Our Radar 
○​ National Guard Deployment in 

Memphis Preventative Maintenance 
Checklist  

○​ Other resources? 
■​ Add here 

 

 
Charles Everett, TN PTA 
(tentative) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angelica Acevedo, CALEB 
(tentative) 

1:00 CT 
 
 

Closing 
●​ Next Circle Up 

○​ October 22 12 - 1 CT 

Jenny Mills McFerron, 
EdTrust-TN 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftnpta.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7C693b0a80c3514e711f0208ddde8d019c%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638911419423612999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pNKdiBIOsLpjR6xKB7aDEyB8VMiH80hLs3t%2FzBHX7I0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftnpta.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmpowell%40edtrust.org%7C693b0a80c3514e711f0208ddde8d019c%7Cab7f54e74dd64fabb67fd8140134f4b3%7C0%7C0%7C638911419423612999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pNKdiBIOsLpjR6xKB7aDEyB8VMiH80hLs3t%2FzBHX7I0%3D&reserved=0
https://web.cvent.com/event/dcc18941-8800-41f2-beb7-4d70c2e82cf4/summary
https://www.instagram.com/p/DOjVBh2EQyS/?igsh=MTF4dG5yMnl1bGo2cw==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DOjVBh2EQyS/?igsh=MTF4dG5yMnl1bGo2cw==
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