
 
The Alliance | Circle Up Agenda 

November, 2025 | 12 - 1 CT / 1 - 2 ET 
Zoom Link: https://edtrust.zoom.us/j/2857360736?omn=87074528941  

 
PARTNER SIGN IN: Tennessee Alliance for Equity in Education | Circle Up Sign-In (google.com) 

 

Time Topic Speaker 

12:00  - 
12:10 CT 

 
 

Welcome  
●​ Welcome! Please in the chat share your:  

○​ Name, role &  organization  
○​ Fave Thanksgiving food? 

 
Circle Up PowerPoint 

 
Alliance Updates 

●​ Alliance All Call Resources 
○​ Federal Focus, Tennessee Lens 

Resource Landing Page 
○​ Federal Focus, TN Lens: How Block 

Grants and Pell Could Reshape TN 
PowerPoint, Recording, Resources 
Federal Vouchers and Earnings 
Premium PowerPoint and Recording 

 
●​ Alliance Updates if you haven’t yet please: 

○​ 1. Review /edit the Google Doc in your 
organization’s folder  

○​ 2. Mid-Year Survey  
○​ 3. Schedule 1:1 with Meili 

 
Register Now: EdTrust Alliance Public Regional 
Education Roundtables! 

●​ Highlights from Chattanooga Regional 
Roundtable 

●​ 11/20, 5-7  Nashville Scarritt Bennet 
●​ 12/2, 5-7, Memphis, Civil Rights Museum 
●​ 12/4, 2-4, Johnson City, Langston Center 
●​ 12/5, 3-5, Knoxville Beck Cultural Center 

Meili, EdTrust-TN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://edtrust.zoom.us/j/2857360736?omn=87074528941
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdM9kkzgcLpPoqniQcZzj7m5CDSJpp76YercAB4bmARzgwA8A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oqV5EiypSLWkHJhWUStZPTM3N1LWgRq4/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://edtrusttn.org/federal-focus-tennessee-lens/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://edtrusttn.org/federal-focus-tennessee-lens/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT9vqNm5vWitXglCcp7rlmmuW7RupsHKGOOFuT_HT_cwk7-QQRUrwycPcp72vPiJOsC51Q3eF1yB3Sz/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759&slide=id.p1
https://vimeo.com/1116268585?share=copy&emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cRiOyzfUXvhEOI4PD18N5ywri5OPNexb8SIiybs7r80/edit?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759&tab=t.0
https://edtrusttn.org/event/federal-focus-tennessee-lens-how-federal-vouchers-and-the-earnings-premium-framework-threaten-educational-opportunity/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://edtrusttn.org/event/federal-focus-tennessee-lens-how-federal-vouchers-and-the-earnings-premium-framework-threaten-educational-opportunity/?emci=eeed2987-928e-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=2531f1c1-308f-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&ceid=417759
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTkCXFHUlal3E96G9EC4iRnettcnRvIqFGqNOisvpLD0s2zSLLpv2NBerjjPEjmxJcvbGCffZRVn_g4/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p1
https://vimeo.com/1126301442?share=copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ro4JgduHthGWA3yiDMIIt_02-08BNId-?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ro4JgduHthGWA3yiDMIIt_02-08BNId-?usp=drive_link
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025TAEEMidyear
https://calendly.com/meilipowell/partner1-1?month=2025-09
https://edtrusttn.org/regional-roundtable/
https://edtrusttn.org/regional-roundtable/


 
●​ Cohost Partner Toolkit 

 
Save the Date Alliance Day on the Hill & 2026 Ten 
for Tennessee Reception: February 17 (Re & 18 
 
Partners Day on the Hill? 

●​  
 
Southerners for Fair School Funding 

-​ The Revenue Strategy Lab 
-​ Session 1 [Recording]: Revenue Basics 

for School Funding 
-​ Session 2 [Recording]: Designing Fair 

Revenue Policies 
-​ Session 3 [Mon 11/24]: Making the 

Case for Fair Revenue 
-​ Federal Flashpoint 

-​ Sign Up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juliana, EdTrust TN 
 

12:10 - 12:45 
CT 

Changes to Accountability in Tennessee 
●​ 11/7 All Call  

○​ Slide Deck 
○​ Resource Document 

●​ Updates 
●​ Q&A 
●​ Upcoming Action: Alliance Sign On + 

Organization Toolkit 
○​ Sign On Form 

 
Voucher Update 

●​ Update from Who got Tennessee’s new 
school vouchers in the Memphis-area? - 
Memphis Local, Sports, Business & Food 
News | Daily Memphian 

 
Government Relations 

●​ Federal Update 
○​ End of shutdown - RIF reversals 
○​ US Department of Education 

outsources program management to 
other agencies 

○​ ET statement 
○​ More detail on which Title programs 

 
Nikkolette, EdTrust TN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeff, EdTrust TN 

https://edtrusttn-regional-roundtable.my.canva.site/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/the-revenue-strategy-lab/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/event/revenue-strategy-1/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/event/revenue-strategy-1/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/event/session-2-designing-fair-revenue-policies/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/event/session-2-designing-fair-revenue-policies/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/events/category/revenue-strategy-lab/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/events/category/revenue-strategy-lab/
https://fundsouthernschools.org/make-funding-more-fair-yall/receive-updates/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nOIFjWESQbwSY-EsCRsKPlXXY-h8UEg6wtUndlnyweo/edit?slide=id.p15#slide=id.p15
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yjFlny-1pyBoG3SinV63fAIlGoDCCJhATQ5maaVvgbg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuNPvOqes96ULwKd0oOQQm10HbVZVdy3O6qQB0DeJgOiZDOQ/viewform
https://dailymemphian.com/subscriber/article/55903/memphis-area-private-school-voucher-recipients-map
https://dailymemphian.com/subscriber/article/55903/memphis-area-private-school-voucher-recipients-map
https://dailymemphian.com/subscriber/article/55903/memphis-area-private-school-voucher-recipients-map
https://dailymemphian.com/subscriber/article/55903/memphis-area-private-school-voucher-recipients-map
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-outsources-program-management-interagency-agreements/805819/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-11-18%20Breaking%20News:%20K-12%20%5Bissue:78999%5D&utm_term=K-12%20Dive
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-outsources-program-management-interagency-agreements/805819/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-11-18%20Breaking%20News:%20K-12%20%5Bissue:78999%5D&utm_term=K-12%20Dive
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-outsources-program-management-interagency-agreements/805819/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202025-11-18%20Breaking%20News:%20K-12%20%5Bissue:78999%5D&utm_term=K-12%20Dive
https://edtrust.org/press-room/dismantling-of-the-department-of-education-fails-students/


 
are moving to the Dept. of Labor here 
from USDOE for K-12: 
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/
fact-sheet-department-of-education-
ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-ele
mentary-and-secondary-education-p
artnership-112465.pdf 

●​ Working Group Update 
○​ K-12 Innovations Working Group 
○​ Federal Deregulation Working Group 

●​ Recent News on Our Radar 
○​ WKRN: TN House Speaker Cameron 

Sexton floats dropping bachelor's 
degree requirement for teachers 

○​ Nashville Scene: Tennessee Secretary 
of State Orders ‘Age Appropriateness’ 
Review of Library Books 

○​ Nashville Banner: Most Tennessee 
Vouchers Went to Schools with 
Inconsistent Testing, Curriculum & 
Transparency 

○​ Nashville Banner: World Language 
Education Could Soon Change 

○​ TN Lookout: Tennessee Governor to 
Increase Vouchers Based on Revenue 

●​ Q&A 

12:45 - 1:00 
CT 

Step Into the Circle  
 

●​ New Partner 
○​ TN Association of School 

Psychologists 
■​ www.tasponline.org 
■​ Who Are School Psychologists? 
■​ The Value of School 

Psychologists 
 
Other Announcements? List here! 

●​ Shelby County Youth Council has been doing 
1:1 with youth around Shelby County around 
mental health; creating a mental health 
platform for Dec 18. Having an in person 
event for anyone in Memphis at 4:30-6:30. 

 
 
KrisAnn Christiane, TASP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fact-sheet-department-of-education-ed-and-department-of-labor-dol-elementary-and-secondary-education-partnership-112465.pdf
https://www.wkrn.com/news/tennessee-politics/sexton-floats-dropping-bachelors-requirement-teachers/
https://www.wkrn.com/news/tennessee-politics/sexton-floats-dropping-bachelors-requirement-teachers/
https://www.wkrn.com/news/tennessee-politics/sexton-floats-dropping-bachelors-requirement-teachers/
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/10/tennessee-school-voucher-accountability/?utm_source=Chalkbeat&utm_campaign=e0e595ca42-Tennessee+How+will+Memphis+pay+for+school+closure+&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9091015053-e0e595ca42-1296378282&mc_cid=e0e595ca42&mc_eid=e99630da62
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/19/tennessee-world-language-education-reduction-proposal/
https://nashvillebanner.com/2025/11/19/tennessee-world-language-education-reduction-proposal/
https://tennesseelookout.com/2025/11/11/tennessee-governor-to-increase-private-school-vouchers-based-on-revenue/
https://tennesseelookout.com/2025/11/11/tennessee-governor-to-increase-private-school-vouchers-based-on-revenue/
https://www.tasponline.org/
https://www.tasponline.org/
http://www.tasponline.org
https://www.nasponline.org/about-school-psychology/who-are-school-psychologists
https://www.nasponline.org/research-and-policy/advocacy/the-value-of-school-psychologists
https://www.nasponline.org/research-and-policy/advocacy/the-value-of-school-psychologists


 
●​ Dec 12 Save the Date Literacy Midsouth 

 Shelby County Early Literacy Plan v1-0.…
●​ The Like You Children's Film Festival (first 

year and first of it’s kind in Memphis!) is 
happening this weekend at the Pink Palace 
Museum. This year’s program features 9 
feature films, over 80 shorts films, 3 special 
presentations, 6 workshops, and lots of other 
fun activities and experiences. Su Casa is 
sponsoring a Spanish language film, ¡Salta! 
(from Spain). If any of you are interested in 
going, you can use this promo code: 
<3Memphis901 for 10% off tickets and 
festival passes. Visit their website for more 
information! 

 
 Free the 901 

●​ Website: Free the 901 – Opportunity NOT 
Occupation 

●​ Follow Social Media: Instagram 
●​ KYR: Federal Forces and National Guard 

being Sent to Memphis | ACLU Tennessee 

1:00 CT 
 

Closing 
●​ Next Circle Up 

○​ December, 17 - 1 CT / 1 -2 ET  

Meili, EdTrust TN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD2WSZ1SqQ5igtDzxde3h9Q7Km4EH-un/view?usp=drive_link
https://festival.likeyoufilmclub.org/welcome
https://freethe901.com/
https://freethe901.com/
https://www.instagram.com/free_the901/
https://www.aclu-tn.org/en/know-your-rights/kyr-federal-forces-and-national-guard-being-sent-memphis
https://www.aclu-tn.org/en/know-your-rights/kyr-federal-forces-and-national-guard-being-sent-memphis
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