
School Funding Bootcamp
January 10, 2022
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

8:30 - 8:45 Welcome & Overview Gini Pupo-Walker, State
Director, The Education
Trust in Tennessee

8:45 - 9:30 Overview of School Finance 101
● How Schools are Funded -

Policy Fundamentals

National Funding Landscape
● Per Pupil Funding & Reporting

Zahava Stadler, Special
Assistant for State Funding
and Policy, The Education
Trust

Ivy Smith Morgan,
Associate Director for P-12
Analytics, The Education
Trust

9:30-10:15 Tennessee’s State Budget
● State and District Revenue

Sources (20 min)

BEP 101
● Structure - categories and

components, Strengths and
Weaknesses (20 min)

Mandy Pellegrin, Policy
Director, The Sycamore
Institute

Tara Bergfeld, Director,
Office of Resource Strategy,
Metro Nashville Public
Schools

10:15-10:30 Break

10:15 - 11:00 Building a Better School Funding
Formula

● Student Weighted Funding
Formulas & Model Policies

Recommendations for Tennessee’s
Funding Reform

Zahava Stadler, Special
Assistant for State Funding
and Policy, The Education
Trust



11:00-11:30 Leading from Your Seat: School
Funding Advocacy 101

Reggie Nash, Manager of
External Relations, The
Education Trust in
Tennessee

11:30-11:55 Looking Ahead to Funding Reform
in the 2022 Tennessee General
Assembly

● A Fireside Chat with Rep. Mark
White

Rep. Mark White, Chairman
of House Education
Committee, Tennessee
General Assembly
Gini Pupo-Walker
Reggie Nash

12:00 Close and Next Steps


